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RISK OF COMPLICATIONS IN THE IMPLANTATION OF ARTIFICIAL
PACEMAKER SYSTEMS

The purpose of this study was to assess the incidence of various complications of ECS using
epi- and endocardial placement of electrodes. There was demonstrated that the occurrence
of complications after ECS installation does not exceed 15%. The most frequent complications
were the dislocation of electrodes, the formation of microemboli and suppuration in the area
of the postoperative wound. The main risk factors for complications were the history of an
acute infectious disease and / or fever on the eve of surgery, previous temporary pacing,
renal failure, corticosteroids and anticoagulants on the eve of surgery, and insufficient
experience of the surgeon. The occurrence of the complications does not depend on the

various methods of ECS placement.
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Introduction

In 1889 John McWilliam published the re-
sults of an experimental study of the use of elec-
trostimulation in asystole. Almost 40 years later,
in 1926 Mark Leadville and Edgar Booth created
aportable device for electrostimulation of cardiac
activity, which was successfully used in a still-
born child. Five years later, Albert Hyman deve-
loped a device called him «an artificial pacema-
ker». Since then, the use of pacemakers has be-
come routine in the practice of treating rhythm
and conduction disorders. The first patient, who
was implanted by APM, Arne Larsson, lived after
the operation for another 43 years, having
replaced 26 devices during this time and survived
not only the inventor of the first implantable
APM, but also the surgeon who operated him.
According to experts, more than 600,000 APM
are implanted in the world each year, and the total
number of patients living with a pacemaker
exceeds 3 million [1, 2]. Conducting biventricular
or resynchronizing cardiac pacing can effectively
eliminate disturbed coordination in the work of
the ventricular myocardium and improve the
systolic function of the heart [2, 3].

However, the installation of pacemakers
(ECS) may cause a number of complications,
such as surgical (perforating in the form of hemo-
and pneumothorax, intercostal syndrome, hemo-
pericard and cardiac tamponade, as well as pu-
rulent septic ones) and non-surgical, including

© Yu.l. Karpenko, Mohamed Hanafi, 2017

electrolyte-dissociative complications [4, 5]. The
purulent-septic complications include hemato-
mas of the ECS bed, electrode sore, ECS sore, as
well as suppuration of the postoperative wound.
The unfavorable hemodynamic effects of ECS
stand out, including the pacemaker syndrome, a
complex of clinical disorders that depends on the
adverse hemodynamic and (or) electrophysio-
logical effects of ventricular stimulation, inclu-
ding hypotensive reactions, neurological disor-
ders, and development of circulatory insuffi-
ciency. Signs of poorly expressed PMS include
neck vein pulsation, fatigue, weakness, malaise,
fatigue, palpitation, dizziness, coughing, a sense
of fear, heaviness in the chest. With moderate
severity of the syndrome, pain in the jaws, chest
pain, dizziness, hypotension, dyspnea with
physical exertion, changes in thinking, headache.
In severe cases, with the appearance of presyn-
cope and syncope, patients can feel even worse
with stimulation in the VVI regimen than before
implantation of the ECS.

The development of the pacemaker syndrome
is associated with a number of mechanisms, of
which the leading is the retention of ventriculo-
atrial conduction with retrograde atrial excitation
during electrical stimulation, and in some cases —
with the advent of echo-complexes [5]. In some
patients with intact VA without a clinically
expressed PMS at rest, during exercise with
stimulation in VVIR mode, hemodynamics may
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not improve, since the beneficial effect of incre-
ased heart rate is offset by the unfavorable hemo-
dynamic effect of constant retrograde conduction.
Implantation of the VVIR-type ECS does not
guarantee the patient from the development of
the PMS at rest and / or during physical exertion
[5, 6].

PMS can occur in patients with VVIR sti-
mulation in the following situations:

1) continuous stimulation while maintaining
VA exercise during exercise;

2) patients with chronotropic insufficiency
may remain at normal sinus rhythm at rest, and
during an inadequate increase in the frequency
of'the sinus rhythm leads to the inclusion of ven-
tricular stimulation (with a frequency exceeding
the sinus rhythm) with retrograde conduction;

3) VA is dynamic, and in some patients with
blocked VA, alone, it can be improved and
restored by physical activity under the influence
of catecholamines or other factors. Conversely,
PMS, observed at rest, may disappear during
exercise, if the increase in ventricular stimulation
blocks VA conduction.

SC with atrial or two-chamber stimulation is
observed in the following situations:

* long programmed AV delay (AR or PR
interval> 200 ms);

» EKS-mediated (endless circular) tachy-
cardia;

» stimulation in DDI or DDIR modes (varying
PV intervals);

» sinus bradycardia is less frequent than the
base frequency when stimulated in VDD mode;

» switching the stimulation mode (from
DDDR to VVIR);

» «rthythm smoothing» function for two-
chamber stimulation.

A fairly rare cause of MS development may
be increased atrial latency (> 40 ms).

The purpose of this study was to assess the
incidence of various complications of ECS using
epi- and endocardial placement of electrodes.

Material and methods

The study was completed during 2014-2017
on the basis of cardiosurgery department OKB
(Odessa, Ukraine). During this period 54 ECS

were established, including 21 - with endocardial
positioning of electrodes and 33 — with epicardial
electrodes. The frequency of intraoperative and
postoperative complications was analyzed.

Under local anesthesia, a horizontal incision
6 cm long by 4 cm below the clavicle with the
spread of the lateral part of the incision to the
s. deltoideopectoralis forms the ECS bed. This
allows you to place the stimulator away from the
armpit, avoiding its displacement when the arm
moves in the shoulder. Under the control of the
fluoroscopic system, an endocardial electrode is
inserted through the lumen of the vein (v. Cepha-
lica, v. Subclavia, v. Jugularis externa or interna)
into the apex of the right ventricle or into the
right atrium. The conductor of the second electro-
de must be inserted through the introducer, the
third into the aperture interventricular septum
endocardially.

After the introduction of the electrodes, the
threshold of electrocardiostimulation and the
value of the intracardiac potential (threshold <0.7
V, R-wave amplitude> 5 mV) are determined. The
provocative tests for the dislocation of the elec-
trode (hyperventilation and coughing) and stimu-
lation of the diaphragm are carried out. breathing
in the vertical position and coughing (with the
back position), this did not lead to the dislocation
of the electrode due to longitudinal traction or
the formation of a loop. The pacemaker is con-
nected to the distal electrode connector is placed
in the formed bed (subcutaneously or under the
large pectoral muscle).

The statistical analysis was performed using
STATISTICA 10.0 software (StatSoft Inc., USA)
[7].

Results

As the results of the study showed, the most
frequent complications were the dislocation of
electrodes, the formation of microemboli and
suppuration in the area of the postoperative
wound (Table). The main risk factors for compli-
cations were the history of an acute infectious
disease and / or fever on the eve of surgery, pre-
vious temporary pacing, kidney failure, cortico-
steroids and anticoagulants on the eve of surgery,
and insufficient experience of the surgeon.

The frequency of complications in the installation of pacemakers by different methods

Complications Epicardial location (n=33) Endocardial location (n=21)
Electrode dislocation 2 (6,1%) 2 (9,5%)
Microemboli 2 (6,1%) 4 (19,0%)
Purulent inflammation 1 (3,0%) -

PMS -
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A more detailed analysis showed that the intro-
duction of a new method of implantation of the
pacemaker increased the risk of complications.
For the prevention of complications, we re-
commend categorical compliance with the rules
of asepsis and antiseptics, the use of preoperative
sedation (premedication) in any age group, strict
adherence to operative-anatomical rules for pun-
cture implantation of electrodes with an adequate
choice of intraduser. The adequate size of the
intraduser, for puncture of the subclavian vein,
should not exceed 7F. Compliance with the rules
of patient management in the early postoperative
period under the control of anticoagulant and
antiaggregant therapy. For the prevention of long-
term complications, it is recommended to monitor
the function of the pacemaker every 6 months.
It should be noted that in our study there were
no cases of PMS. For the prevention of this con-
dition, a change in the mode of electrostimula-
tion, transition to «physiological stimulation regi-
mens» (AAL, DDD, VDD, DDI) is recommended;
change in the base frequency of stimulation with
the introduction of hysteresis in patients with
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installation does not exceed 15%.

2. The most frequent complications were the
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and anticoagulants on the eve of surgery, and
insufficient experience of the surgeon.

4. There were no significant differences
between various methods of ECS placing.
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10.1. Kapnenxo, Moxameo Xanaghi

PHA3UK YCKJIAJTHEHD ITPH IMILTAHTAIII INTYYHAX KAPIIOCTUMYJISATOPHAX CUCTEM

O1iHIOBAIM YaCTOTY pi3HUX yckIagHeHb ECS, BUKOPUCTOBYIOUH €Tli- Ta €HAOKApianbHe PO3TallyBaHHS
eIEeKTPOoNiB. Bymo mpomeMoHCTpOBaHO, [0 BUHUKHEHHS yCKJIamHEHB micis BcraHoBieHHs ECS He
nepesutye 15%. Haftaactimmmu ycKkinaaHeHHIMH OyITH TUCIOKAIiS eJICKTPOIiB, yTBOPEHHS MIKpOeMOOITiB
Ta HArHOEHHS B JUISHII MicIIsonepantiitnol paHun. OCHOBHHMH (haKTOpaMH PHU3UKY YCKIIaTHEHb OYIIH icTOPis
TrOCTPOro iH(EKIIHHOro 3aXBOPIOBaHHS Ta / a0 JMXOMAaHKH HAIlepPeNOIHI XipypriyHOro BTPydYaHHS,
MOTIepeTHST yCTaHOBKA THMYACOBOTO CTUMYJISTOPA, HUPKOBA HEJOCTATHICTh, MPU3HAYCHHS KOPTHKO-
CTEpOiMiB 1 aHTHUKOATYJISHTIB HaIepeIoHI orepalii Ta HeJOCTaTHIH JOCBin xipypra. BHHHKHEHHS
YCKJIaHEHb HE 3aJISKUTh BiJ] pi3HUX MeTO/iB po3MimieHHs ECS.

Kniouosi cnosa: wmyunuii kapoiocmumynamop, cepyesa HedoCmamHicmy, OUCUHXPOHIS WLTYHOUKIS.
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10.U. Kapnenko, Moxameo Xanagu
PUCK OCJIO)KHEHUM TP UMIIJIAHTAIIMU UCKYCCTBEHHBIX KAPTAOCTUMYJISITOPHBIX
CUCTEM
OueHnBanyM 4acToTy pa3iuyHbIX oclioxHeHuid ECS, ncnonp3ys smu- U 3HI0KapIUATbHOE PacIolio-
JKCHHUE IEKTPOIOB. BBIJIO MpoIeMOHCTPHUPOBAaHO, YTO BOSHUKHOBEHHUE OCIOKHEHUH ITOCIIE YCTaHOBIICHUS
ECS ne npesbimraer 15%. YacThiMU OCIOXHEHHUSAMHU OBLUIA JTHCIOKAIUS 3JIEKTPOJIOB, 00pa3oBaHUs
MHKpPO3MOOJIOB U HATHOCHHE B OOJIACTH MOCIICONEePaluOHHOI panbl. OCHOBHBIMH (paKTOpaMH PHCKa OC-
JIOXKHEHUH OBUTH HCTOPHSI OCTPOTO WH(PEKITMOHHOTO 3a00JICBAHNS | / WITH JIMXOPAJKU HaKaHYHE XHPYP-
THYECKOTO BMEIIATENhCTBA, MIPEIBAPUTENbHAS YCTAHOBKA BPEMEHHOTO CTHUMYJISITOpA, TOUeUHasi HEHO-
CTaTOYHOCTH, Ha3HAYCHNE KOPTHKOCTEPOUIIOB H AaHTHKOATYIITHTOB HAKAHyHE OTIePALliH M HETOCTATOUHBIH
OTIBIT XUPYpra. BO3HUKHOBEHUE OCIIONKHEHHI HE 3aBHCUT OT Pa3lNYHBIX METO0B pa3menieHust ECS.
Knrwoueswvle cnoga: uckyccmeenHulii KapoOUOCMuMyIamop, cepoeunds HedoCmamouHoCmy, OUCCUH-

XPOHUSL JICETYOOUKOB.
Haoitiwna 19.12.17
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